Prichard's talents and experience should devote his powers to the investigation of such a difficult subject as that under consideration. The work is divided into twelve chapters, each being subdivided into numerous sections. The ramifications of the discussion, indeed, are so multifarious, that the study of the subject appears to be a most formidable task, and many will be deterred from the undertaking. We This is sufficient to determine a question which is often agitated in lifeassurance offices, as to the propriety of insuring insane people, apparently in bodily health, at the usual premiums. We have always set our faces against this proposition, as contrary to sound pathological science. Besides the above consideration, many maniacs die exhausted from the ceaseless excitation of their feelings, and the constant agitation of mind and body which they undergo, added to which is the want of sleep which they so frequently experience. Diseases of the heart, lungs, and abdominal viscera are too often complicated with insanity* to be merely accidental accompaniments.
" In protracted cases death either results from increase in the disease of the brain, which disease up to a certain degree had only interfered with the operations subservient to the mental faculties, but at length becomes incompatible with the merely physical functions of the same organ; or it is the result of accidental disorders, which, owing to the peculiar state of the brain and other organs in lunatics, are more than usually fatal to them."
149.
This brings us to the end of the third chapter, and to a natural division in the series of investigations, where we may pause till next quarter, without any inconvenience to our readers. We could not do justice to Dr. Prichard's labours in one article, unless carried beyond all ordinary bounds; but we hope, in our next number to complete the analysis, to the satisfaction of the author and the professional public in general.
